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A “Condition” is a familiar idea. It is same as requirement, something that is met or satisfied- or not as the case may be.  Condition of entry into a certain college

Conditions fall into two categories

1) Necessary conditions:- Only the students who score a certain identified score or more get admission

2) Sufficient conditions:- All students who score a certain identified score get admission

3) Necessary and Sufficient condition:-  All and only students who score a certain score get admission.

Conditional statements are ones which typically contain the word “if” or “if” followed by “then” . A conditional statement is a complex statement that is true or false as a whole, regardless of whether the parts of it are true or not.

A statement is ‘complex’ when it contains two or more shorter sentences within it. In grammar these are called clauses.

Look at the following passage and ask yourself what is wrong with it. There are several ways you could describe the fault, but try to do it in terms of necessary and sufficient conditions.

Under French law you must have first aid kit in your car- bandages, scissors, plasters, etc. If the police stop you and you can’t produce these you can be prosecuted for not being equipped to deal with and emergency. As it happens I’ve got a good first aid kit that more than meets the legal requirements, because I think it makes sense to carry one and know how to use it. I approve of French law. So at least if I’m stopped by a patrol car I won’t be liable to any nasty fines. 
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A teacher made the following predictions to a group of students: “if you have not read the course book, you won’t pass the exam.’

a) Explain this prediction in terms of necessary and sufficient conditions.

b) Which of the following has to be true if the teacher’s prediction was correct- and why do the others not have to be true?
A. All those who read the book passed the exam.

B. All those who had not read the book failed the exam.

C. The same number of students read the book as passed the exam

D. Only those who passed the exam had read the book.

E. None of those who failed the exam had read the book.
Principles:-

One particular type of claim on which arguments are often based is a principle. A principle is a general claim that if true, is true under all circumstances. A principle is not something that can be applied selectively.
1) Two wrongs don’t make a right

2) Differences of degree and differences of Kind- a difference in degree is just a difference that can be measured or counted: for temperature, strengths, intelligence and so on… but questions like what one does for living… are difference of kind.

3) Drawing the line- where/ how does one stop- small/ big/ who is right/ what is right?
4) The Slippery slope- if you accept one condition / you have to accept another
5) Principles Vs. Pragmatics- are we stretching it too far in the name of principle? Or are we looking at practical and sensible solutions.
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