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When you state a belief or opinion (same thing) you are making a CLAIM. When you present a Reason for thinking a Claim is true, you are giving an argument.

Critical thinking requires evaluating arguments that support the claims that we are considering and weighing them against those that support alternative or contrary views.

Think of defining following terms in your own words first and then confirm your understanding with your definitions.

1. Views

2. Opinions

3. Thoughts

4. Beliefs

5. Convictions

6. Ideas

7. Assertions

8. Judgments

9. Statements

Deductive Arguments: - A good deductive argument is said to be “valid” . That’s an argument whose premise being true would mean necessarily that the conclusion is true.

Inductive Arguments: - A good inductive argument is said to be “strong”. That’s an argument whose premises being true would mean that probably the conclusions are true.

Arguments whether inductive or deductive have two parts and one part is presented as reason for believing the other part is true. The cardinal rule of argument identification is, therefore elementary. You need at least two claims and the word “therefore” or an equivalent must stand , either explicitly or implicitly, before one of them.

The language of Arguments:-

· It follows that…..

· This shows that….

· Thus……

· Hence……………

· Consequently………….

· Accordingly……………

· So……….

· My conclusion is……

Words that indicate a premise is about to be stated.
· Since…..

· For…..

· Because…..

· In view of ………….

· This is implied by…..

· Given……

Difficulties in identifying Arguments, are compounded by two important confusions

1. That arguments are same as Explanations

2. That arguments are attempts to persuade someone of something.

Important terminology in Critical thinking:-

1. Issue/ Question: What is raised when a claim is called into questions

2. Subjective expression: - an expression which by common agreement is left up to the individual to apply as he or she thinks is appropriate, within certain broad constraints.

3. Subjectivism: - The idea that any opinion is as good as the next, or that what is true is what you believe is true.

4. Value Judgment:- a claim that expresses an evaluation of something

5. Moral Value judgment:- a claim that expresses a moral or ethical evaluation of something

6. Rhetoric:- Language that is psychologically persuasive but does not have logical force.

Obstacles to think critically:-

1. To reflexively suppose that all the value judgments are subjective

2. To confuse arguments with explanations

3. To confuse arguments with persuasion

4. To confuse rhetorical or psychological force with logical force and to think that a psychologically more persuasive argument must be better argument logically.
