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What are Knowledge Issues?
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1) ‘Knowledge Issues’ often start with the question “How do we know…”


How do we know if a source or claim can be trusted?


How do we know what is morally right or wrong?


How do we know what our conclusions rest on? 


How do we know if results are accurate?

2) ‘Knowledge Issues’ can be related to the                                                     four ‘Ways of Knowing’

Reason (logic / inductive reasoning / deduction / syllogism)
Emotion (intuition / feelings / moods)

Sense Perception (the 5 senses / Kinaesthetic awareness etc.)
Language (all forms of structured communication)
Questions could relate to:

definition / use / importance / limitations / negative effects etc. in relation to your subject area


3) ‘Knowledge Issues’ can be questions about subject areas

Is Mathematics present in Nature?

How reliable is ‘proof’ in the Natural Sciences?

Are the human ‘Sciences’ really Science?

How useful is knowledge gained in History?

4) ‘Knowledge Issues’ can be related to Distinctions & Connections between subject areas

What makes one subject area different from other subjects?

What is Scientific about Science?

    
How is a subject defined – are there disagreements?


Where are the boundaries of your subject?

What is the relationship between one subject area and other subject areas?

What does your subject have in common with other subject areas?

    
Why is your subject area clustered in a specific Area of Knowledge? (See diagram above) 


How should the various Areas of Knowledge be structured in a diagram, and why?
TOK: Discussing the kind of issues and ideas that may arise in student essays or presentations


